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Lesson 2:

Mean (or Standard) Deviation

Mar 37:49 AM

Mean Deviation measure of how spread out the data is.

87   92   98   101   103   103   107   110   116   124   128   139

the number of points scored by 12 players in one week

1.  calculate the "mean"

2.  determine how far each data 
value is from the 
"mean" (positive values only)

3.  Calculate the average 
(mean) of those differences

4. Interpret the results

to determine mean deviation
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1.  calculate the "mean"
2.  determine how far each 
data value is from the 
"mean"
3.  Calculate the average 
(mean) of those differences
4. Interpret the results

data # data data - mean
absolute 

value
to determine mean deviation

example 1:

Mar 39:20 PM

1.  calculate the "mean"
2.  determine how far each 
data value is from the 
"mean"
3.  Calculate the average 
(mean) of those differences
4. Interpret the results

data # data data - mean
absolute 

valueto determine mean deviation

example 2:
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A higher "mean deviation" means that the data is spread out

A lower "mean deviation" means that the data is closer 
together and the data is more homogenous (more "alike")

Mar 39:14 PM

Given the two tables below, determine which art class had 

the more homogeneous distribution of marks using the Mean 

Deviation
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17   24   25   36   38   38 59   91

Find the mean deviation

data # data data-mean
absolute 

value

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

total

exit problem:

Mar 251:47 PM

extension problems
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Mar 251:46 PM
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